
COLLEGE & CAREER/GEAR UP

Page 1

VOL.  1    ISSUE 1• JAN 2020

Fort Wayne Community Schools

This issue:A Message from the K-12 College and Career 

Readiness Manager
BY SHENITA BOLTON

Many parents and guardians ask, “What can I do to help my child become college

and career ready?” The College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP Office

encourages parents and guardians to do the following to ensure their students are

college and career ready:

• Set high academic expectations for your child

• Ensure that your child has a good attendance record

• Encourage your child to take rigorous courses

• Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher(s) and counselor

• Engage in ongoing conversations with your child about their goals, dreams 

and aspirations

• Encourage your student to ask their teacher or counselor for help when 

needed

• Foster an environment of studying and learning at home

• Encourage your student to connect with their school counselor

• Encourage your student to participate in co-curricular activities (i.e. clubs, 

organizations, athletics, band, choir, etc.)

• Encourage your student to take advantage of the FREE College and Career 

Readiness/GEAR UP opportunities (i.e. college and career clubs, college 

visits, career visits, internships, workshops and other programs)
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FWCS Middle School Students 

are 

Gaining Early Awareness and 

Readiness for Undergraduate 

Programs!  

by Angeliki Benge, Allen Coultas, 

Ashton Mossberger, Leo Pech, and 

Michael Roberson

GEAR UP Student Advisors

GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness 

for Undergraduate Programs) is a federal grant 

program administered by the U.S. Department of 

Education. 

OBJECTIVES:

• Increase the academic performance and 

preparation for postsecondary education of 

students

• Increase the rate of high school graduation and 

participation in postsecondary education

• Increase the educational expectation for 

participating students; and

• Increase family knowledge of postsecondary 

education options, preparation and financing 

COHORT:

current 7th & 8th Graders

*the grant serves the cohort as they matriculate to high school and one year 

post secondary

Lane Middle School

GEAR UP
Allen Coultas, GEAR UP Student Advisor 

engages students in College and Career 

Readiness activities focusing on postsecondary 

plans,  listening skills, following directions and 

leadership.  Students also spent time setting up 

their Indiana Career Explorer accounts and 

taking the Kuder Career Interest Assessment.

Portage Middle 

School 

GEAR UP
Leo Pech, GEAR UP 

Student Advisor leads 

students in engaging 

activities and programs 

during the College and 

Career Lunch Club that is 

held each Thursday.  

Students are empowered to 

explore their College and 

Career interests and 

develop plans in order to 

achieve their goals.

Lakeside Middle School

GEAR UP 
Lakeside Middle School hosted their 

Annual Career Day. These efforts 

were spearheaded by Gina 

Giovanelli-Snyder, Counselor and 

Angeliki Benge, GEAR UP Student 

Advisor.  Forty volunteers from 

different businesses, organizations 

and colleges across Allen County 

participated in the Career Day. 

Volunteers spoke with students 

about the different careers in the Fort 

Wayne area. Students were 

GEARED UP as they engaged in 

fruitful conversations about career 

goals and future opportunities!
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SENIORS APPLY FOR FWCS SCHOLARSHIPS TODAY!

Complete the FWCS Scholarship Application at 

https://fortwayneschools.org/images/useruploads/Scholarship_Application_2020.pdf

Deadline - March 6, 2020

SCHOLARSHIPS
by Shenita Bolton, K-12 College and Career Readiness Manager

Did you know there are thousands of scholarships that total millions of 

dollars that go untouched each year because students do not take the 

time to do their research and apply? 

Scholarships provide an opportunity for students to earn an education 

without going deep into debt.  Without assistance from an outside source, 

many students and families may have trouble paying for college. 

There are several local, regional and national scholarships that seniors 

should explore and apply.  Please visit 

https://fortwayneschools.org/grant-scholar for scholarship information.

21st Century Scholars Alumni Spotlight
By Martin Murphy

Breanna Berghoff is a freshman at Indiana Tech in Fort 

Wayne, Indiana.  She graduated from Wayne High School 

in 2019.  Breanna is pursuing a Bachelors Degree in Health 

Science with a minor in Psychology.  

“So far my college experience has been the greatest and 

most rewarding thing in my life.  Being a 21st Century 

Scholar has given me the opportunity to go to college 

without all the debt.  It has also given me the ability to find 

what I love to do and make it my career.”

You can learn more about the college I attend at  

https://indianatech.edu

Sanel Rizvic is a junior at the University of Saint Francis in 

Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He graduated from North Side High 

School in 2017.  Sanel is pursing a Bachelors Degree in 

Business Finance.

“My college experience has been great these past few years!  

I have made many friends and took some great courses with 

great professors.  The 21st Century Scholars Program 

definitely helped me out with furthering my education 

because I did not need to take out any student loans and I 

was able to attend my number one school of choice.

You can learn more about my university at 

https://www.sf.edu/

https://fortwayneschools.org/images/useruploads/Scholarship_Application_2020.pdf
https://fortwayneschools.org/grant-scholar
https://indianatech.edu/
https://www.sf.edu/


5 Simple Reasons To File The FAFSA

By Shenita Bolton, K-12 College and Career 

Readiness Manager

5 Simple Reasons to File the FAFSA

1. IT’S FREE!  All it takes is a few minutes (an hour at most) 

for you to complete at www.fafsa.ed.gov

2. A CHANCE TO GET FEDERAL AID!  You get a chance to 

share in billions of dollars set aside by the federal 

government for qualified students.  The money is given in 

the form of grants, loans and work study.

3. A CHANCE TO QUALIFY FOR STATE AID!  It allows you 

to take advantage of any state funding you may qualify for.

4. SCHOOL SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHPIS and AID! Most 

colleges and universities require students to submit their 

FAFSA to be considered for scholarships and/or school aid.

5. GETTING HELP IS EASY AND FREE! Submitting your 

FAFSA is free.  You can receive help completing your 

FAFSA at the Family and Community Engagement Center 

on Wednesday February 12, March 11, April 8 and April 15.

REMEMBER

Federal student aid includes three different kinds of 

financial help: grants, low-interest loans, and work study 

funds. To learn more about the different types of federal 

aid, visit www.StudentAid.gov/types
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HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS
High School seniors are in the midst of receiving both 

college letters of acceptance and financial award letters 

(financial aid packages). It is important to note that these 

documents are a collection of different types of financial 

aid from multiple sources.  As you review your financial 

aid letter (financial aid package), it is important to review 

the order in which aid is accepted (please see below) ……

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.studentaid.gov/types


“Internships and 

work experience 

are a proven 

method of getting 

your foot in the 

door.

- Duane Strauss

CAMILLE HAINES
Camille Haines is a junior at Snider High School who is currently participating in the Criminal Law 

Internship at the Allen County Criminal Court, Criminal Division.  Through this internship 

experience, Camille has the opportunity to work closely with Judge Wendy Davis and experience 

the entire criminal justice system.  She has exposure with not only Judge Davis, but other criminal 

justice professionals such as prosecutors, defense lawyers, probation officers, community 

correction officers, court staff and bailiffs.

Camille’s goal is to become a wrongful convictions attorney.  She loves that she has this opportunity 

to get a “behind the scenes” and see, first-hand how judges and attorneys work on cases.  Camille 

stated, “this experience has allowed me to observe the day-to-day operations.”  She loves that the 

staff collaborate to provide a great service to the public.
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College and Career Readiness

INTERNSHIP SPOTLIGHT
By Neal Davis, College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP Coordinator

Students interested in participating in an internship should 

contact me at neal.davis@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7272

mailto:neal.davis@fwcs.k12.in.us


P A R E N T / G U A R D I A N  T R A I L B L A Z E R  P R O G R A M

by KYLE BOND, Family and Community Support Liaison

PARENTS WE ARE 

CELEBRATING YOU!!
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS NIGHT at the MAD ANTS GAME

Sunday, March 8, 2020

5:30 p.m.

Fort Wayne Community Schools value our parents and guardians. Parents and guardians

serve as the steering wheel on the vehicle of learning, as they provide guidance,

educational support and are engaged in the students academic journey. In collaboration

with Fort Wayne Community Schools, parents and guardians work together to help their

students reach their full academic potential.

As the Family and Community Support Liaison, I want to say THANK YOU for all you have

done thus far to help support your student’s academic growth and personal development.

On Sunday, March 8 th the College and Career Readiness Office would like to recognize our

parents at the Mad Ants Game. This will be a fun-fil led night of basketball and family

engagement. Please note, the first 25 parents to contact me, will receive two FREE

tickets to the Mad Ants Game. Families will also be able to purchase tickets at the door.

We look forward to seeing you at the game!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact me at kyle.bond@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7297
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“Every child deserves a 

champion:  an adult who 

will never give up on them, 

who understands the power 

of  the connection and 

insists they become the best 

they can possibly be.”

~ Rita Pierson

mailto:kyle.bond@fwcs.k12.in.us
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February FAFSA 

Completion Day @ F.A.C.E.

Wednesday, February 12 from Noon to 7:00 p.m. at 

the Family and Community Engagement Center (230 

E. Douglas Avenue). FREE ASSISTANCE!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
8th Grade Arts Education Night (permission forms due Wednesday, February 12)
Students will tour the Arts United Campus, have dinner at the Arts Gallery, and attend the musical, “Matilda” at Civic Theater

 Permission forms located in the middle school counselor’s office

College and Career Readiness Workshops (permission forms due February 26)

Saturday, March 7, 14, 21 & 28

 Elementary (3-5 graders) 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 Permission forms located at the front desk

 Middle School (6-8 graders) 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 a.m.

 Permission forms located in the middle school counselor’s office

Northeast Indiana Regional College Fair @ Purdue Fort Wayne (permission forms due March 4)

Tuesday, March 10

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.

 10th – 12th graders

 Permission forms located in the high school guidance office

Manchester Visit Day (permission forms due March 4)

Wednesday, March 12

 10 & 11 graders

 Permission forms located in the high school guidance office

I.U. Bloomington Visit (permission forms due March 11

Wednesday, March 25

 10 & 11 graders

 Permission forms located in the high school guidance office

UPCOMING 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS/GEAR UP 

OPPORTUNITIES

Shenita V. Bolton, K-12 College and Career Readiness Manager

FWCS Family and Community Engagement Center

230 East Douglas Avenue

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

Phone: (260) 467-7257

Fax: (260 467-1974

Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or need 

additional information regarding the FWCS K-12 College and 

Career Readiness/GEARUP opportunities.

mailto:shenita.Bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us

