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By Shenita V. Bolton
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS and parents/guardians of high school seniors, it is college application
season! Navigating the college application process can be overwhelming if you do not have a
plan and stay focused. Seniors must not only narrow down college options and write creative,
well-written college essays, but solicit letters of recommendation from counselors and teachers.
We realize that focusing on your curricular and co-curricular assignments and activities while
simultaneously navigating the college search and college application process can be both
exciting and stressful. As you prepare for the college application process, please make sure you
do the following:
• Speak with your guidance counselor regarding the college application process and
request transcripts and letters of recommendation early.
• Make a list of your selected colleges’ application deadlines.
• Utilize the Common Application at www.commonapp.org .
• Read the college application instructions thoroughly.
• Complete all sections of the college application.
• Make sure your college essay responds to the essay question.
• Check to see if the college requires an additional essay.
• Make sure you have at least two trusted adults proofread your college essay.
• Ask teachers, counselors, and others who know you well to write letters of
recommendation.
• Print a copy of your completed application and other important documents.
• Confirm that the college has received your application materials.
• ALWAYS ask questions if your are confused during the application process.
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by Angeliki Benge, Allen Coultas, Leo Pech, Michael Roberson, and Tristan Young
GEAR UP Student Advisors

GEAR UP STUDENTS
Are YOU Ready for College Success?
Class of 2024 and 2025, there are many post-secondary opportunities for you to explore over the next few years.
The search for your dream college or university starts NOW and it all begins by asking questions!
The GEAR UP team encourages you to ask these questions and more as you prepare early for your
college journey.

Your GEAR UP Student Advisors are available to assist you in understanding
the post-secondary search process!
Below are some helpful resources and tools to jumpstart your college search:
www.youvisit.com
www.collegenavigator.com
http://www.hoosierdata.in.gov/infographics/oes-dashboard.asp

Follow the GEAR UP FWCS Program on Social Media
gearupfwcs

gearup_fwcs

@gearupfwcs

COLLEGE & CAREER/GEAR UP
Page 2

fwcs.info/gearupfwcs

by Angeliki Benge, Allen Coultas, Leo Pech, Michael Roberson, and Tristan Young
GEAR UP Student Advisors

GEAR UP 8th and 9th Graders
Improve Your Math Skills
TODAY!

Follow the GEAR UP FWCS Program on Social Media
gearupfwcs

gearup_fwcs

@gearupfwcs
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by Angeliki Benge, Allen Coultas, Leo Pech, Michael Roberson, and Tristan Young
GEAR UP Student Advisors

Follow the GEAR UP FWCS Program on Social Media
gearupfwcs

gearup_fwcs

@gearupfwcs

COLLEGE & CAREER/GEAR UP
Page 4

fwcs.info/gearupfwcs

by Angeliki Benge, Allen Coultas, Leo Pech, Michael Roberson, and Tristan Young
GEAR UP Student Advisors

GEAR UP 8th and 9th Grade Families
Visit our newly launched GEAR UP FWCS website

https://www.fortwayneschools.org/gearupfwcs
Follow the GEAR UP FWCS Program on Social Media
gearupfwcs

gearup_fwcs

@gearupfwcs
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APPLY and ADMIT COLLEGE GO! NIGHT
for SENIORS
by Shenita Bolton & Martin Murphy

Martin Murphy
K-12 College and Career Readiness
Coordinator

COLLEGE & CAREER/GEAR UP
Page 6

FAFSA KICK-OFF #2 for Seniors!
by Shenita Bolton & Martin Murphy

Martin Murphy
K-12 College and Career Readiness
Coordinator
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21ST CENTURY SCHOLARS PROGRAM
by Martin Murphy

9th – 12th Graders
Have you completed your 21st Century
Scholars Success Program
Requirements?

Martin Murphy
K-12 College and Career Readiness
Coordinator
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College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP Internship Program

College and Career Readiness
INTERNSHIP SPOTLIGHT
by Neal Davis, GEAR UP College and
Career Readiness Coordinator

EXZATICA OCHOA
Exzatica Ochoa is a senior at R. Nelson Snider High School and is participating in an internship with the Allen
Superior Court. This internship provides an opportunity for students to be a part of Judge Wendy Davis’ (also
pictured) daily court schedule. Exzatica has experienced many facets of the criminal justice system and how it
operates. Exzatica has worked directly with Judge Davis as well as other criminal justice professionals which include
prosecutors, defense lawyers, community correction officers, probation officers, court staff, and bailiffs. Judge Davis
is truly passionate about providing a platform for students who have an interest in the field of law. Judge Davis also
shares information on many facets of law which also includes scholarships for those who may have financial
challenges. Exzatica is a bilingual student who has approximately two years work experience in the service industry
and really enjoys helping others. Exzatica plans to become an attorney after finishing college. When asked what was
her favorite part of this experience, Exzatica replied “I enjoy every part of this internship! The chance to see these
courtroom events first-hand is truly great. I am really looking forward to an upcoming homicide trial which will be
taking place later today!” Exzatica is still exploring options on where she will attend school to pursue a law degree.”

Students interested in participating in an internship should
contact me at neal.davis@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7272

Fort Wayne Community Schools requires that each student who participates in an
internship must complete an Internship Assumption of Risk Waiver and Release. This
document requires signatures from both the student and parent(s).
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PAR E N T / G U AR D I AN T R AI L B L AZ E R P R O G R AM
by KYLE BOND, Family and Community Support Liaison

PARENTS and GUARDIANS, BLAZE THE TRAIL for your students and become a
PARENT TRAILBLAZER
Parents and guardians have
in Fort W ayne Community
parents and guardians with
and ensure they are college

the opportunity to serve as a trailblazer and further integrate
Schools. The Parent/Guardian Trailblazer Program equips
the knowledge, skills and abilities to support their children
and career ready.

The program provides a structure for parents and guardians across the district to work
together to empower their students to succeed in the classroom, in the community and in
the broader world. Parent/Guardian Trailblazers work closely with the PTA, the College
and Career Readiness Office, youth serving organizations and their child’s school to
ensure that children are college and career ready.
Parent/Guardian Trailblazers serve as the steering wheel on the vehicle of learning, as
they provide guidance, educational support and are engaged in the students’ academic
journey. In collaboration with Fort W ayne Community Schools, parents/guardians will
work together to help their students reach their full academic potential.
For more information, please contact Kyle Bond, Family and Community Support Liaison
at kyle.bold@fwcs.k12.in.us or (260) 467-7297.
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by Bruce Schneider
K-12 Music and “b” Instrumental Program Manager
Listening to Music While Studying
Does listening to music while studying improve academic
outcomes? Many international studies show a correlation
between listening to music while studying and improved
academic results. Listening to music can make you a
happier person. According to research, listening to music
triggers dopamine in our brains. Dopamine promotes
feelings of happiness and excitement. Studies have found
that if a person is happier they solve problems better than a
person who is not happy. Music also relaxes a student
which allows them to focus and study more efficiently.
Research also shows that memorization is helped when
students are relaxed and have a positive mood while
listening to music.
Studies also shows how the makeup of the music can have
a negative or positive affect on the retention of the materials
studied. Music with lyrics or fast music can be a distraction
when studying. Music with lyrics causes the brain to have
difficulty processing the materials being studied and the
lyrics at the same time. However, studies show that
students who listened to softer or instrumental music while
studying had better retention of the materials being studied
and better test performance. As always, every student is
different. Listening to music while studying may or may not
be beneficial. Give it a try and see if it works for YOU!
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NOVEM ER
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS/GEAR UP
OPPORTUNITIES

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

21st Century Scholar Success Program Completion
Every Wednesday
via Zoom
9th – 12th Graders

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Virtual Apply & Admit College GO! Night
Tuesday, November 10
via Zoom
High School Seniors

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

FAFSA Completion Assistance
Wednesday, November 11
Family & Community Engagement Center
High School Seniors

Noon – 7:00 p.m.

FAFSA KICK-OFF #2
Saturday, November 21
Family & Community Engagement Center
High School Seniors

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Please feel free to contact us
to learn more about the
K-12 College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP Programs
Shenita V. Bolton
K-12 College and Career Readiness Manager
FWCS Family and Community Engagement Center
230 East Douglas Avenue
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
Phone:
(260) 467-7257
Fax:
(260 467-1974
Email:
shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us
Karen Kill
College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP Secretary
Phone:
(260) 467-7287
Fax:
(260) 467-1974
Email:
karen.kill@fwcs.k12.in.us
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