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K-12 COLLEGE &CAREER
READINESS and GEAR UP
Fort Wayne Community Schools
The K-12 College and Career Readiness/GEAR UP team is excited
about the numerous workshops, programs, and engagements that will
be offered throughout the spring and summer. These opportunities will
range from college and career visits, Spring Break College Tours,
workshops, STEM and STEAM camps, financial literacy workshops,
FAFSA completion assistance, summer camps, and much more.
The K-12 College and Career Readiness Program is committed to
adding SPICE to the lives of our students and families.
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Mentorships and Partnerships

SUPPORT each student to achieve their college and career goals.
PREPARE students to embrace curricular and co-curricular opportunities
and challenges.
INSPIRE students to succeed both inside and outside the classroom.
CHALLENGE students to reach their potential and live with purpose.
EQUIP students and their families with the proper resources in order for
students to pursue college or a career immediately following high school.
We encourage you to take advantage of these offerings.
All programming offered is free to FWCS students and families.
Shenita V. Bolton, Ed. S.
Director, K-12 College and Career Readiness
Phone: (260) 467-7257
Fax: (260) 467-1974
Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us
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(Current 9th & 10th Grade GEAR UP Parents/Guardians)
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We are Here to Help!
(Current 12th Grade Students & Families)

Fort Wayne Community Schools
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The FWCS Mentorship Program connects students (mentees) with an adult community
member (mentor) one-to-one or in small groups. Mentorship ensures that students have a
supportive person in their life. This will give mentees the opportunity to make meaningful
contributions to the community and to develop their potential through education, life skills
and personal development.
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21st Century Scholars
Highlight!
Ashley Nichter
Middle School Student Advisor
As a 7th grade student (1999), I remember when Mr. Martin Murphy came
to Lakeside Middle School and presented the 21st Century Scholars
Program to our class. I remember taking the “packet of information”
home to my mom and my mom telling me, “take this back to school
because it is important.” At that time, I did not understand why it was so
important until I decided that I wanted go to college after high school.
Through the program, I took a student pledge that held me accountable
for my graduation requirements and helped to ensure that I kept up with
my grades and GPA all throughout high school. The 21st Century
Scholars program offered GREAT assistance and helped cover the cost
of my college tuition for four years. Thanks to this program, I graduated
with my Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice.
It is so important for students to know and understand how important it is
to apply for the 21st Century Scholars Program and how much it can help,
especially with the ongoing, rising cost of tuition. I strongly encourage
every student to apply for this amazing opportunity, whether you decide
to go to college or not, and even if you want to go out of state. You will,
most likely, change your mind many times (just like I did) over the next
few years and having this tuition assistance as a form of comfort and
security will be invaluable.
Without the 21st Century Scholar Program, I would not have been able to
further my education.

I am proud to be a 21st Century Scholar and assist in enrolling future 21st
Century Scholars at Lane and Memorial Park Middle Schools.
7th & 8th grade Students and Families:
Don’t miss out on free money!
Sign up to be a 21st Century Scholar today!
Contact Martin Murphy at
martin.murphy@fwcs.k12.in.us
or (260) 467-2655
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Anthis Career Academy Visits for Middle School and High School
Date

School(s)

Feb. 7, 2022
Feb. 8, 2022
Feb. 9, 2022
Feb. 10, 2022
Feb. 14, 2022
Feb. 15, 2022
Feb. 16, 2022
Feb. 17, 2022
Feb. 21, 2022
Feb. 22, 2022
Feb. 23, 2022

Northrop High School
Blackhawk & Jefferson Middle Schools
Kekionga & Memorial Park Middle Schools
South Side High School
Wayne High School
North Side High School
Shawnee & Lane Middle Schools
Lakeside & Miami & Towles Middle Schools
Wayne New Tech
Portage & Northwood Middle Schools
Snider High School

Look for our Spring Semester College and Career Visits in next month’s
newsletter!
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Welcome to the Team:
Terry Lymon
I am a product of FWCS, where I
attended North Side High School. I
had the opportunity to play on the
one and only undefeated football
team in the history of North Side
High School. I attended Ball State
University on a football scholarship
majoring in Criminal Justice and
Corrections. I attended graduate
school at Purdue University earning
a Masters degree in Public
Administration. In 1984, I joined the
Allen County Sherriff’s department,
and in 1987, I joined the 45th recruit
class of the Indiana State Police
Department, retiring after 25 years
of service. My hobbies consist of
powerlifting, history, writing and
cooking (specializing in barbequing
large cuts of meat). The Student
Educational Advocate (SEA)
position will serve as a conduit for
me to reach out to select FWCS
students and assist them in any
way possible. My goal is to help
students become productive
academically, and productive
citizens.

Terry Lyman,
Student Educational Advocate

Contact Terry Lymon:
Email: terry.lymon@fwcs.k12.in.us
Phone: 260-467-7272
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Welcome to the College and Career
Readiness/GEAR UP Team!

Hello Students and Families of South Side High School! ! My name is Sherie Noble
and I am your new GEAR UP Student Advisor! I am excited to learn and grow with
South Side students, families, teachers and staff, while providing care and
commitment to assist in college and career exploration. My goal is to demonstrate
positivity, inclusion and compassion for each person I connect with. I will strive to
develop deep, lasting relationships that will benefit others, and give me an opportunity
to grow and learn.

Hello students and families at Lakeside and Northwood Middle Schools! My name is Alyssa
Leeper and I am your new Middle School Student Advisor! Before I began working for FWCS, I
was working 1-1 with kids in the autism community. I was a registered behavior therapist for
almost six years. In my free time, I play slow pitch softball, enjoy boxing, exercise, and ride my
bike around downtown. I am currently pursuing my Masters degree in Psychology. I look
forward to connecting with FWCS students and exploring their future goals and aspirations.

Hello Snider High School Students and Families! My name is Alisa Thompson and I am your new
GEAR UP Student Advisor. I was born and raised in Fort Wayne, and I attended South Side High
School, Indiana University Bloomington, Trine University and Indiana Wesleyan University. My past
careers include working for FWPD, DCS, and PFW. What I am most looking forward to is getting to
know the students we serve and helping them walk across that stage and into a career path that will
fulfill their lifelong dreams and ambitions.

Hello students and families at Jefferson and Shawnee Middle Schools! My name is
Grace Ruprecht and I am your new Middle School Student Advisor. I graduated from
Northrop High School and attended the University of Saint Francis, where I graduated
with my Bachelor’s degree in Social Work. I am ecstatic to begin working with FWCS
youth and preparing them for their futures. Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with
my family and exploring new, local coffee shops.

Page 9

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
“The function of
education is to teach
each one to think
critically. Intelligence
plus character - that is
the goal of true
education.”

SAT/ACT 2021-2022 Test Dates

- Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

Shenita V. Bolton, Ed. S
Director, K-12 College and
Career Readiness
Phone: (260) 467-7257
Fax: (260) 467-1974
Email: shenita.bolton@fwcs.k12.in.us

Karen Kill
College and Career Readiness/
GEAR UP Secretary
Phone: (260) 467-7287
Fax: (260) 467-1974
Email: karen.kill@fwcs.k12.in.us
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Please feel free to
contact us
to learn more about
the
K-12 College and
Career
Readiness/GEAR
UP Programs!

